
Suggested activities to prepare for reading texts

Suggested Activity for a Story

In this example, we used a presentation tool (a quiz tool could also be pertinent) to
prepare questions and possible answers before reading a book. The intention is to
have them predict what they think will happen in the story.

This presentation can be shared amongst students so they can collaborate by
writing their names under the correct answer. It can also simply be projected in front
of the class.

Strategies developed by students

● Inferencing
● Predicting
● Taking risks

Have a look!
This model activity was created with the Toot & Puddle story by Holly Hobbie.

Open the Toot and Puddle Model.

Look at the different questions to prepare students to read the book.

Suggested Activity With a Video

If the text is a video, a good way to preview it, is using a tool called Digiview. DigiView
lets you use a YouTube video, and add a title and a description that can be viewed
without distractions.
How?

We first need to prepare the video in the Digiview app. Make sure you select a description
of the video that students will understand.
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https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/1032414
https://campus.recit.qc.ca/pluginfile.php/160047/mod_page/content/70/anticipation_guide.pptx
https://ladigitale.dev/digiview/#/


Once added in the app, write a few questions to prepare them to view the video in order
to better understand its content. The questions should help them understand the topic.

Let them discuss each question to predict (and infer) about the message in the video.

● Inferencing
● Predicting
● Taking risks

Have a look!

Have a look at an example on the topic of endangered animals.
View the video in Digiview. (4 m 53 s)

It is possible to select a moment to show. You can play the video without its image.
Use it on a screen and watch as a group or share the link with students.

Possible questions:

1. Look at the title. What do you think the video is about?
2. Let’s read the description. Which animal is the topic of the video? What does it

mean to be endangered?
3. 00:28 - Where do they live?
4. 3:54: What do you see? What do you think is happening?

Suggested activity when listening to a podcast

When you want your students to listen to an audio text such as a podcast, there is also
a way to prepare them to listen to this text type.
Podcast platforms vary in the choice of information and the way this information is
presented. However, you will usually find the name of the podcast series, a title, a
description presenting the podcast, a thumbnail and a script. Some platforms even offer
the possibility to modify the speed of the audio and suggest chapters to help find a
specific topic.
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https://ladigitale.dev/digiview/#/v/652d3bb89c8f9


How?

As you would do it for any text, you can prepare questions about the title, the description,
and the image shown as a thumbnail. You can also select a few moments in the audio
text to guide discussions. The transcript can also be used to help you.

● Inferencing
● Predicting
● Taking risks

Have a look!

Example created with this episode of the Brains On : Why are giraffe tongues blue?

Possible questions:

1. Look at the title. What do you think the podcast is about?
2. Look at the thumbnail of the podcast. What do you see?
3. Let’s read the description. Does it give you any information about the topic of the

podcast?
4. Do you think a giraffe’s tongue is really blue?
5. 3:33 Listen a bit and question them. Which colours do you think is a giraffe’s

tongue?
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https://www.brainson.org/episode/2022/01/25/why-are-giraffe-tongues-blue-a-moment-of-um-extra

